
January 2017 
Issue 179 News from Grace United Methodist Church 

Grace Notes 
 

Happy New Year! 

2016 has been a good year for Grace UMC. We received nine youth who were 

confirmed and seven adults as new members. Attendance is up a little from last 

year. 

We presented a check for $1,895 to Belden School from the 2015 Christmas     

Offering to fund the school store. We have been mentoring eight students each 

week in the school and this Christmas we gave every student (283) a $10 gift 

card for Dollar General. 

We held a Sweetheart Celebration in February as an outreach event. 

Grace gave $3,000 from the Dorothy Lewis Tithe Fund to our Cub Scout Pack for 

a new Pinewood Derby Track. 

Flat screen smart TVs were installed in the classrooms. 

Grace supplied 150+ Health Kits to UMCOR for their efforts to assist hurricane 

and tornado victims. 

The Puppets of Grace had 10 performances, two at our church for Spring and 

Christmas and eight at other churches. 

The Youth had a retreat at Lakeside based on love. 

We partnered with Pregnancy Choices by filling baby bottles with money in May. 

Eight youth graduated and were given Bibles and Prayer Shawls. Morgan Brown 

was presented a scholarship from the North Canton Ministerial Association. 

Keanon Blaine and Chase Wirth were blessed and consecrated to serve in the 

military, Keanon in the Marines and Chase in the Coast Guard. 

We took a trailer loaded with furniture to West Virginia for flood victims and  

also sent $850 to help one person who lost her home get into an apartment.   

The Puppets of Grace held a movie night as a fundraiser and received over $500. 

We reached out beyond our church with Faith In Action Sunday, 1,200 lunches 

for the homeless, prayers shawls and quilts, as well as assistance for many utility 

bills and other urgent needs given through our Neighbors in Need Ministry. 

Please join me in praying and striving for our church to have an even better year 
in 2017. 

        ~Pastor Don 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT WITH GRACE 
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The next session of Wednesday Nights with Grace will begin January 11th and run 
through March 15th. The evening starts with dinner and fellowship in the Family 
Life Center with various Bible studies and classes to follow. 

Studies/Classes that will be offered for the winter session are:  

I Was Broke, Now Iôm Not – We are passionate about helping people win with 
their money Godôs way! Even more, we know that the best chance for people to take 
the necessary steps to maximize their financial resources is to study and apply this 
information together as a group. This study is an extremely practical, action-
oriented, and biblically-based study.  Participants will be inspired to take charge of 
their finances. 

Disciple ï This is a 24 week study of the entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 
Participants will read the entire Bible, receive scholarly teaching, and engage in 
group discussion and participation each week. This is a 24 week journey that will 
change your life and grow your faith. The daily reading takes 30-60 minutes. This 
study will go from September through May. 

The Wired Word (Contemporary Issues And Relevant Scripture) – This 
class will look at events of the recent past (ten days-two weeks) through the lens of 
scripture. Participants will be able to get lessons and topics online each week if they 
so desire. 

Womenôs Bible Study – ñFirst Corinthians: Living Love When We Disagreeò by 
Melissa Spoelstra 

Signs of Grace ASL Sign Choir – Come learn to sing with your hands,  worship 
with your heart, and laugh with friends. The group shares a song in sign language 
once a month at the worship services. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Come enjoy laughter and fellowship as you 
knit, crochet, or sew.  If you donôt know how but would like to learn, no worriesé
someone will gladly teach you.  There is something for everyone in this group.  The 
items you make are used to bring a witness and comfort to otherôs in Christôs name. 

Quilting Group – This group creates quilt blankets and throws that are given to 
people in need through organizations such as homeless shelters, American Red 
Cross, Refuge of Hope and others. 
 
For more information on classes or to register for a class, please call the church    
office at 330.499.2330 or sign up online at northcantongrace.org.   If the class you 
are taking requires a book, the books will be available for purchase the first night of 
class. 
Childcare is available.  



WEDNESDAY NIGHT WITH GRACE MENU 

January 11     Pasta Dinner, salad, garlic Bread   

January 18 Tomato soup, grilled cheese, salad 

January 25 Chicken Stuffing Casserole, mashed potatoes, corn, salad 

February 1   Sloppy joe, cheesy potatoes, corn, salad 

February 8 Chili, cornbread, salad 

February 15  Pizza, salad 

February 22  Ham, green beans, potato, salad 

March 1 Broccoli-cheese soup, sandwich, salad 

March 8                     Swiss Steak, mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, salad                             

March 15                   Bake potato bar, salad  

  
 * Meal comes with dessert and beverages.  

* $5 suggested donation for dinner 

* All are welcome, even if not taking a class.  
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Anyone interested in joining the church is invited to come to 
this class on Saturday morning, January, 21 9:30-12:00.  
Rev. Don will share about our Methodist Heritage, beliefs, 
and Grace UMC.  This class is a great opportunity to get 
some good information, meet some great people, and get to 
know Rev. Don a little better.   
Child care is available. 

NEW MEMBERSô CLASS  

ñThe rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the lender.ò

         Proverbs 22:7 
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Come Explore the  
Bible with us! 

 

Who:  All children age 3 - grade 5 

When: Sundays 9:15am - 10:15am 

What: Experience the Bible through 

exploration, cooking, drama and art! 

Learn how the Bible applies to each 

of us personally! 

ñForget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! 
    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness 
    and streams in the wasteland.ò 
       Isaiah 43:18-19 

7TH DAY YOUTH 

Announcements: 

*January 8th - Youth group will be picking up again 6:30pm - 8pm. 

 

*January 11 - There will be an option for students (Grades 6-12) on 

Wednesday night. There will be a devotional and other activities 

and it will run at the same time as the adult classes. 
 

 

This photo is of students serving in 

our Senior Luncheon on Dec 11th. 

 

And this is of students on the 11th 

during youth group. They were     

making fleece blankets to donate to a 

charity/ministry of their choice. 
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BIRTHDAYS 

01/01  Scott Boli I 

01/01  Marcella Corzine 

01/01  Conner Heighton 

01/01  Raith Pendleton 

01/01  Jim Roberts 

01/01  James Speakman 

01/02  Drew Kocher 

01/03  Daniel George 

01/05  David Allen 

01/06  Lindsay Bennett 

01/06  Doug Odegard 

01/06  Christopher Raskow 

01/07  Jane Crist 

01/07  Evan Hathaway 

01/08  Janell Gross 

01/08  Scott Malik 

01/08  Connor Powers 

01/08  Hunter Powers 

01/08  Daniel Soule 

01/09  Angie Hazen 

01/09  Lisa Kirkpatrick 

01/10  Erica Carl 

01/10  Judy Carl 

01/10  David Edwards 

01/11  Emily Burns 

01/11  Nancy Rouser 

01/12  Roberto Alessandro 

01/12  Tyler Barker 

01/12  Lynne Figola 

01/12  Anissa Miller 

01/13  Donetta Weaver 

01/14  Amanda Daugherty 

01/16  Maxwell Ionno 

01/16  William Lacy 

01/17  Joy Castle 

01/17  Shaun Fessler 

01/18  Becky Barnhart 

01/18  Sharon French 

01/18  Zachary Brock 

01/18  Betsy Immel 

01/18  Cooper Wick 

01/19  Emily Boli 

01/19  Scott Leszczynski 

01/20  Mariah Bell 

01/20  Lanie Crowl 

01/20  Arthur Rondini 

01/21  Ron Barker 

01/21  Matthew McHenry 

01/21  Randy Schaffner 

01/21  Jody Taylor 

01/22  Renee Casey 

01/22  Elena Guevara 

01/22  Halle Hatfield 

01/22  David Kocher 

01/23  Thomas Burke 

01/24  Andrew Cramer 

01/25  Leslie Haynam 

01/25  Era Lynn Tripp 

01/26  Ann Jones 

01/27  Drew Takacs 

01/28  Rosie Whipkey 

 



The Parsonage is now available to rent! 
404 Oakpark St. NW, North Canton 
Nice 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath brick ranch. Two car garage. 
$1,100 month. 
 
Call Trustee 
Marilyn Gibbs* 
330.806.7359 
for showings. 

THANK YOU FROM WEST VIRGINIA 

HOUSE FOR RENT 
UMW 

The ladies will not 

meet in January or 

February 2017. 

 

 

AMAZING GRACE 
SENIORS 

The seniors will not 
meet in January or 
February 2017. 
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(This is an excerpt.  The entire letter is posted on the board outside of Rev.  Donôs office.) 
 

ñThis is a long overdue thank you and update as to how the love offering of $889.60 you graciously gave 
was used on behalf of a June 23rd flood victim, Rebecca Murphy, here in Birch River, WV. I want to give 
you all an overview of how your love offering was used...Miss Murphy lived within 100 yards of Birch River 
and Powellôs Creek. Both flooded the community and rose to a 1000-year flood plain and was 8 inches 
from the top of her ceiling. After 14 weeks in a motel room, her next step was a homeless shelter. We 
prayed for God to open a door and He did the very next day. FEMA contacted us and said after reviewing 
her case that she was now eligible for a FEMA trailer. Two weeks later when the trailer became available in 
Summersville, WV, we moved her in. One week later because of your kindness and love offering we were 
able to purchase a washer and dryer for $768.28 and the remainder of your gift was used for household 
staples...We held your gift as long as we could, praying for more permanent housing thinking we would 
need a deposit for an apartment or HUD housing, but God opened the FEMA trailer just in time. He al-
ways is on time! She has been in her new home for 8 weeks now and is very happy and content. She has 
the option to      purchase the trailer next year, and in the meantime, FEMA is paying for her to live there. 
We were able to get her a personal property grant and a grant for the loss of her home, which we pray will 
be able to cover the eventual purchase of her FEMA trailer...We are so sorry it took this long to update you, 
but truly we have been overwhelmed by such a great need in our area and it will take years for folks to    
recover. God bless you for your generous love gift.ò 

In Christ service, 
Pastor Steve & Barbara Evernham 
Christians in Action Ministries 

 Dear Grace Members 
We truly thank appreciate the members of Grace, our friends and family for all the prayers and concerns    
during Diane's recent illness. Thanks for all the food and visits by many. She is doing much better and has  
returned to a few of her daily chores. But she still has a ways to go for full recovery. Grace Church has been 
there for us through many times and we will never forget all our church family. 
       Diane and Leland Spencer 



HISTORY—MEMORIALS & GIFTS 

This month, we are continuing the list of gifts given by members 
over the years. We are still accepting gifts today if you would like to 
share. These are from  March 1985: 
 
*Sanctuary Pew: 
~Memory of Kenneth Moore by relatives and friends 
~Memory of their parents, Donald and Myrna Fury, Leonard and 
Leota    Phabe and Charles Jury and Virgina Wright by Helen and 
Allen Phabe 
~Memory of Elizabeth Harris by the Estate of Elizabeth Harris 
~Honor of Forest F. and Helen I. Roush and William R. and Dora 
L. Cox presented by Forest and Mary Roush 
~Honor of Rev. Sherrick Davis by Helen G. R. Davis 
 
*Movable Choir Pew Seat 
~Memory of Elizabeth Harris by the Estate of Elizabeth Harris 
 
*Center Aisle Carpet 
~Memory of Kenneth Moore by friends and relatives 
~Memory of Elizabeth Harris by the Estate of Elizabeth Harris 
 
*Chancel carpet 
~Memory of Russell R. Ehrhart by relatives and friends 
~Memory of Katherine Burhfield by relatives and friends 
~Memory of Della Holdren by relatives and friends 
 
*The carpet in the Gerald Crawford library in memory of Gerald 
Crawford by Relatives and friends 
 
*A memorial perpetuated in the form of a Chancel Carpet for Ruth 

Funk by relatives and friends 

*A Library New Book Fund in honor of The Thomas McFarren 

Family presented by Mildred McMillen 

*To the Glory of God and in honor of Alexis and Randy (daughter 
and son) presented by Alex Cucerzan  

 

By Church Historian - Leland Spencer 

 

ATTENDANCE 

11/06  154 

11/13  162 

11/20  145 

11/27  143 

 

OFFERING 

11/06  $16,875 

11/13  $5,939 

11/20  $3,151 

11/27  $9,040 

ONLINE   $4,260 

 

CHIMES—JANUARY 

January 1st 

ñAuld Lang Syneò 

Beloved Friends of Alice 

& Jerry Nicholson 

 

January 2nd 

ñHave Thine Own Way 

Lordò 

All Missionaries 

 

 

DEADLINE 

The deadline for 
newsletter          

submissions is    
always the 20th of 
the month. All  
submissions must 
be in electronic 

format. 
  

т 

Neighbors in Need: 
 

Cereal, Crackers, Macaroni & Cheese,  
Cans of Soup, Shampoo, Laundry Soap 
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2017  GRACE UMC SLATE OF CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

   CHURCH COUNCIL 
 *Chairperson: Diane Spencer  
 *Vice-Chairperson: Sally Ranalli 
 *Recording Secretary: XXX  
 *Lay Member to Annual Conference:  Randy Braucher  
 *Alternate Member to Annual Conference: Jane Crist 
 *Lay Leader:  Diane Spencer 
 *Treasurer:  XXX 
 *Stewardship Chairperson:  XXX 

*Finance Chair: Bill Lacy  
 *Financial Secretary: Martha Hookway 
 *Membership Secretary:  Era Lynn Tripp 
 *Records and History:  Leland Spencer 
 *Youth Coordinator:  XXX 

*Scouting Coordinator:  Judy Carl 
 *Camping Coordinator:  Eric Arconti 
 * Neighboring: (Outreach) 

* Entering: (Church Family)  
* Teaching: (Adult Education) Fred Millard, Randy Braucher, Joyce Gibbons 
* Sending: (Missions) Patty Takacs 

 * Ministry of Caring: Louise Miller  
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS: (Included in Church Council) 
 Chairperson: Bill Lacy    
 Nominations: Pastor Don Richards 
 Staff Parish Relations: Tiffany DeBois 
 Trustees: Cathy Green 
 Middle School UMYF President: 
 High School UMYF President:    
 
Committees: 
 Committee on Finance 
  *Chairperson: Bill Lacy   

  XXX (Treasurer), Martha Hookway, Henry Lesczcynski, Tiffany DeBois, Cathy 
 Green  

            Lay Leader:  Diane Spencer 
            Counters:  Bob Dunkle, Henry Lesczcynski 
            Audit:  Edward Crist and John Draper 
 
 Committee of Nominations 
  *Chairperson:  Pastor Don Richards 
  Class of 2017:  Martha Hookway, Suzanne Lauer, Jim Boszor 

 Class of 2018:  Sally Ranalli, Jill Natkin, Gale Spatafore 
 Class of 2019:  Tim Boszor, Cindy Ionno, Tammy Sponseller 
 
 
 



   

Staff Parish Relations Committee 
  *Chairperson:    

Class of 2017:    Joann Steer, Shari Shackle, Bobby DeBois 
Class of 2018:   Chuck Bonnell, Richelle Mauer, Tiffany DeBois 
Class of 2019:   Chris Ady, Gale Spatafore, Bruce Blosser 
Lay Member to Annual Conference:  Randy Braucher  

  Lay Leader:  Diane Spencer 
 
 Board of Trustees 
  *Chairperson: Cathy Green  

Class of 2017: Todd Law, Tom Strain, Marilyn Gibbs 
Class of 2018:  Lee Spencer, Cathy Green, Don Royer  
Class of 2019:  Hortense Bobbitt, Cody McCully, David Grinstead 
 

Ministry Team Coordinators 
  Adult Faith Development:  Fred Millard, Randy Braucher, Joyce Gibbons 

Children:  Cindy Fry  
  Funeral Meals:  XXX 
  Special/Crisis Meals:  XXX 
  Missions:  Patty Takacs 
  Music:  Judy Leszczynski 
  Outreach:  XXXXXX 
  Property:  Cathy Green 
  Sports: Randy Cupari  
  Staff Support: Tiffany DeBois  
  Support Services:  Judy Carl 
  Youth:    
  Worship: (8:00 a.m.) Jane Crist (9:15 a.m.) Kathy Peters (10:45 a.m.) Randy Braucher 
 
 ñNETSò Ministry Coordinators 
  Neighboring (Outreach)  
  Entering (Nurture)  
  Teaching (Education) Fred Millard, Randy Braucher, Joyce Gibbons 
  Sending (Missions) Patty Takacs 
 
 Dorothy Lewis Grace Development Fund 
  Jerry Lauer (Chair), Diane Spencer (Chair of Church Council), Bill Lacy (Chair of      
  Finance),XXX (Neighboring), XXX(Entering), Fred Millard, Randy Braucher, Joyce 
  Gibbons (Teaching),Patty Takacs (Sending) Rev. Don Richards 
 
 Dorothy Lewis Tithe Fund Committee 
  Patty Takacs, Carol Bucklew, Gale Spatafore, Randy Braucher,  
   
 Dorothy Lewis NETS Legacy Endowment Fund  
  Ed Crist (Committee Chair), Diane Spencer( Chair of Church Council/Lay Leader),  
  Rev. Don Richards, Joshua Sponseller  (Member at Large), Bill Lacy, (Chair of           
  Finance),Cathy Green (Chair of Trustees), XXXXX (Chair of Stewardship), XXX  
  (Neighboring), XXX (Entering), Fred Millard, Joyce Gibbons, Randy Braucher  
  (Teaching),  Patty Takacs (Sending) 

2017  GRACE UMC SLATE OF CHURCH LEADERSHIP CONT. 

ф 
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PASTOR 

Rev. Don Richards 

 

CHOIR DIRECTOR & ORGANIST 

Matt Brown 

 

DIRECTOR OF  

COMMUNICATIONS 

Kelly Odegard 

 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH   

MINISTRY 

Emily Lacefield 

 

CHILDRENôS MINISTRY  

COORDINATOR 

Eva Boszor 

 

SECRETARY 

Linda Bradley 

 

MAILING COORDINATOR 

Judy Carl 

 

DEAF INTERPRETER  

Jennifer Duckworth 

 

CUSTODIANS 

Tina Takacs, Jeff Fry 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Diane Spencer 

 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 

Tiffany DeBois 

 

TRUSTEES 

Cathy Green 

 

FINANCE 

 

NEIGHBORING 

 

ENTERING 

 

TEACHING 

Fred Millard 

 

SENDING 

Patty Takacs 

 

COMMEMORATIVE BRICK ORDER FORM  

Purchase a commemorative brick for yourself, your family or in 
memory or honor of a loved one. Cost of each brick is $25.00 
each. The bricks purchased will be placed on our                   
commemorative wall adjacent t0 the Family Life Center. 

Engraving: Two lines per brick and up to 14 characters per line.       
 

Please fill out a new form for each brick ordered. 

Name________________________ 
Address_______________________   

Enclosed is my donation  $________ 
Phone_________________________ 
 

Engraving: Please use one block for each letter. 

 
Orders must be in to Leland Spencer by January 31st. 

VALENTINES DINNER 

Saturday, February 18th 6:30PM 
Featuring Jill Jordan Burke 

 
$25 per couple 

Bring another couple for free! 
 

Tickets can be purchased from       
Leland Spender or the church office. 
Ticket covers dinner and the show. 
Please provide name of attendees 
and guests when purchasing tickets. 

 
All reservations must be made 

by February 12th. 
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MISSION: 

We are a community of Christians 

reaching up to God in faith and 

out to others in love. 

VISION:  

We will spread the net of Jesus 

Christ to keep people from      

slipping through the cracks of life.   

 

SERVICE TIMES: 

8:00 Traditional 

9:15   Casual 

9:15   Sunday School 

10:45 Traditional 

JANUARY SERMON SERIES  

Sermon Series - What New Thing is God Doing in 2017? 

 

01/01  COMBINED SERVICE     Isaiah 43:18-19 

01/08 Your 2017 Body      1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

01/15  Your 2017 Family     Genesis 15:1-5 

01/22 Your 2017 Vocation     Acts 9:10-16 

01/29 Your 2017 World      Isaiah 2:1-5 

Grace United Methodist Church 
1720 Schneider Street NW 
North Canton, OH 44720 

 
 

Phone: 330-499-2330 
Fax: 330-499-6997 

E-mail: office@northcantongrace.org 
Website: northcantongrace.org 
Facebook: NorthCantonGraceUMC 

 


