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GRACE NOTES                                                                  March 2019 

10 So that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in 
every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,11being strengthened with all 
power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and 
patience, 12and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. (Colossians 1:10-12) 
 

God is at Work! 
 

 It can be easy for us to look at the problems confronting our church and feel as if 
nothing good is happening in our midst.  The truth is there is a lot of good that is happening 
here at Grace! God is doing some things in our midst. I want to take a minute and highlight 
four areas where I have seen God at work recently at Grace U. M. C.  
 
 First, we finished the 2018 fiscal year in the black and were able to pay some of our 
apportionments to the Annual Conference.  Neither of this could be said about fiscal year 
2017.  Furthermore, our capital campaign has raised just over $200,000 to help pay down our 
mortgage on the Family Life Center.  In fact, we just made a lump sum payment on the 
mortgage which is reducing our monthly payment starting in March.  God has been hard at 
work through our leaders on the Finance committee and in the capital campaign.  Not to 
mention the work he has done through you, our wonderful congregation, to get our finances to 
a much better place! 
 
 Second, we have a great group of volunteers now heading up both our children’s 
Sunday School and VBS programs.  They are continuing to build upon the great foundation 
that has been built by all those who have come before them.  I am excited about the ideas and 
passion they have surrounding Grace’s children ministries.  I believe that great things are 
going to be happening in our children’s Sunday School and VBS! 
 
 Third, I have seen God at work as we prepare to revitalize our 9:15am worship services.  
I have seen God at work in the money that we have received from the East Ohio Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church and from the Development Fund at Grace for a 
Director of Contemporary Music.  I really believe that God is about to do something in our 
midst at 9:15am. 
 
 Fourth, I have seen God at work in the music ministries at the 8:00am and 10:45am 
services.  The bell choir and the chancel choir are fantastic, and I cannot wait to hear one or 
the other perform each week!  Our children’s choir has been a blessing and a joy as I see the 
good that is coming from having our children sing for us.  Also, our Signs of Grace choir 
always blesses me every time they perform. 
 
 I know that God is at work in many other places and in many other ways throughout 
Grace U. M. C.  I encourage you to take the time to notice and celebrate those places where 
God is at work in Grace U. M. C. and in your life! 
 
Pastor Jared 
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 GRACE HISTORY 
By Leland Spencer Jr. 

We continue with our background history of Grace Church. We start this month with 
1975: 
                                                 OUR 1975  CONFIRMATION CLASS           

Back row: Terri Rybacki, Tom VerDerburgh, Todd Humbert, Karen Dokmanovich 
Front: Rev. Dean Roush, Karen Snow, Janette Schafer, Julie Brandyberry, Christine 
Flounders, Jeffrey Ballway. 
 
In 1975, the Conference Operating budget, World Service, and Conference Benevolence 
Apportionments were all paid. The church recommended Ed Brandyberry for Christian 
Ministry. In October, we had our first and very successful flea market. 
In November we had a very successful pledging program, over pledging our goals by 
$2300.00. The budget was $30,078 and the debt retirement was $12,576. 

 
At the end of the year, we had sufficient balance in the treasury to make a just payment 
on our loan from the Kiehl Fund taken out in 1968.                   
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In 1976 the header at the back of the sanctuary was recovered with wood paneling. (This 
was at the rear of sanctuary where an aisle is now). Folding doors were also installed 
along the back of sanctuary. This was all done as a memorial to Lois Cureton. A 16 mm 
movie projector was also a part of the memorial. 

                                                      

 1976 Confirmation Class      

                                  

Rear: Scott Holdren, Stephen Roush, Zack Thomas, Larry Flounders, Steven Foltz 
Front: Rev. Dean Roush, Beth Snow, Beth Prater, Michael Dokmanovich, Gregory Ball-
way, Thomas Whitmer. 
                                                   
The results of our 2nd annual flea market were not only of financial value, but there was 
much warm fellowship among the members. We established a church family plan with 
the community for a blood program. 
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 Your trustees have been busy getting started in 2019.  Here is a brief report of 
what we have been doing.  All fire extinguishers have been checked and are up to 
date on inspections.  A small work bench has been set up and tools purchased 
that are in a new maintenance room in the old boiler room off of the Narthex.  
Weather strips have been placed on the bottom of the main doors to prevent ro-
dents and cold air coming in through the opening. 
 
It was voted to let the Tiny Tots paint the walls this summer.  All first aid kits 
have been inspected and are being restocked.  They were quite low on supplies.  
The trustees all took a tour of the building to learn the lay out of the church and 
where things are located. 
 
The building usage forms are being updated and a few raises in rental fees.  This 
is being looked at by church council. We have been having many problems with 
furnaces in the church.  At a special meeting in February it was decided that we 
need a new furnace in the chapel.  Two companies have looked at the present 
one and both have said it is shot.  We are looking for ways to buy a new one.  It 
will be close to $4,000 to $5,000. 
 
Here is a list of our trustees for 2019 and their responsibilities: 
  Leland Spencer  Chairperson 
 Carol McKelley  Vice Chairperson, Building Usage & First Aid Kits 
 Kathy McCallion  Secretary & Tiny Tots Liaison 
 Ed Crist   Keihl Fund 
 Howard Thompson Inside Maintenance 
 Kody McCully  Inside Maintenance, Church Security & Fire Extin 
                                                      guishers  
 Todd Law   Outside Maintenance, Garage & Picnic Shelter 
 Marilyn Gibbs  Parsonage 
 Dave Grinstead  Insurance, Inventory of all church property 

January 2019 Financial Report vs. Budget: 
1)  Income was 80.60% of Budget.  We took in $22, 742.67 on a budget of 
$28,216.36 a shortfall of $5,473.69.  This is mainly attributed to weekly offerings 
being down $5,232.91.  Church was cancelled on a Sunday and it is unknown at 
this time if we can catch up.  If this trend continues it would eliminate our ability 
to pay any amount toward our Apportionments in 2019. 
2)  Expenses were 85.19% of Budget.  We spent $31,591.23 against a budget of 
$37,083.10 a difference of $5,491.87.  This was obtained by not paying anything 
toward apportionments. 
3)  Income less expense was ($8,848.56). 
4)  Januaryôs results put the operating funds in the red by ($4,064.16) against 
dedicated funds. 

Trustees                                                                                                              March 2019 

Finance                                                                                                                
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PASTOR 

Rev. Dr. Jared Williams  

 

CHOIR DIRECTOR &  

ORGANIST 

Matt Brown 

 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH   

MINISTRY 

Kelli Law 

 

OFFICE ADMINISTRA-
TION 

Lorrie Harbert 

 

MAILING COORDINATOR 

Judy Carl 

 

DEAF INTERPRETER    
Jennifer Duckworth 

 

NURSERY CAREGIVER 

Linda Ferguson 

 

CUSTODIAN 

Paula Blaine 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Diane Spencer 

 

STAFF PARISH  

RELATIONS 

Sandy Lutz 

 

TRUSTEES 

Lee Spencer  

 

FINANCE 

Bill Lacy 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A big thank you to Janet Franks the baker at Kathy's Creations (Alliance) 
for sharing her sweets with the 9:15 service.  
 
Dear Grace Church, 
 Thank you so very much for your love, support, kindness and the 
wonderful meal.  You all made a very sad day much easier.   
    God bless you all, 
    The Eunice Barnhart Family 
 

Dear Grace Church, 
 Thank you for your support and generosity during the Government 
Shutdown.  It is greatly appreciated. 
                      TSA  Workers Akron-Canton Airport 

 

 Seventh Day Youth would like to thank everyone for their constant 
support of the youth. The 2nd Annual Chili Cook Off on February 17th 
was a success. We had ten entries and tied for third was Jayden Fry and 
Hunter Patton - 2nd place was Todd Law and in 1st place was Parke 
Blaine.   
 The youth also made fleece tie blankets to take to our shut ins. A 
delivery date is yet to be set. On Sunday March 3rd there will be a meet-
ing to begin planning for our third mission trip in June. Please come and 
find out more and how you can help. 
 As always we meet on Sunday evenings from 6:00-8:00 everyone 
is welcomed to attend and spend time with our tremendous youth. - Kelli 

Thank you                                                                                          March 2019 

Here is a copy of the Post Card passed out in February to invite 
people to our Sunday School program at Grace: 
 

Sunday School 

9:15 am Sunday 
Worship Service 

 

Our Singing Angels will  
participate in worship on 
March 17, April 28 and 
 May 12 during the 9:15 
service and beginning of 
the 10:45 am service. 

9:15 ð 9:20 am Opening session and announcements in main room 

9:20 ð 9:35 am Singing Angels ð Childrenõs choir time 

9:35 ð 9:50 am Bible lesson time 

9:50 ð 10:15 am Digging deeper with Bible activity 

7th Day Youth                                                             
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North Canton Grace  
United Methodist Church 

1720 Schneider St NW 
North Canton OH  44720 

(330)499-2330 
Email: 

office@northcantongrace.org 
Website:  

www.northcantongrace.org 

MISSION: 
 

We are a community of  
Christians reaching up to God in 
Faith and our to others in love. 

 
VISION: 

 
We will spread the net of Jesus 

Christ to keep people from  
slipping through the cracks of 

life. 
 

SERVICE TIMES: 
 

8:00  Traditional Service in the 
             Chapel 
 
9:15  Casual Service 
 
9:15  Sunday School 
 
10:45 Traditional Service in the  
             Sanctuary 

 


