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GRACE NOTES                                                                  April 2019 

4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life. (Romans 6:4) 

New Life in Jesus! 

 

 Spring has sprung!  As I write, we, like many of you, are preparing for Spring 

Break!  Life is as hectic as ever and it never seems as if there is enough time in the day 

to get everything accomplished.  That just seems to be life in the twenty-first century. 

 

 However, if you want more from life than just non-stop busyness and deadlines 

then there is good news for you.  Your self-value is not based upon what you get 

accomplished each day.  It is not based upon how many activities your child 

participates in. Nor is your self-value based upon how much you make each year.  

Your self-value is based solely upon the fact that you are a child of God!  

 

 What’s more is that when you began to follow Jesus you got a new life! Romans 

6:4 says, “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 

may live a new life.” Upon following Jesus, you died and were resurrected in Him, 

meaning that everything that was in your past went away as well.  Your short comings 

have been overcome for you and you do not need to compensate anymore!  You don’t 

have to earn God’s love it has already been freely given to you! You don’t have to do 

more and more to feel worthy, because you are worthy! 

 

 As we approach Easter Sunday and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, celebrate 

that you have died to self and been resurrected alongside of him.  Let go of your past 

that has been cleansed from you and allow yourself to rest in Jesus! 

 

Pastor Jared 
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Church History 
by Historian Leland Spencer        

 
We start this report with the year 1977. Very little could be found on this year, but we do have 
the confirmation class from 1977. A big group was confirmed from a great bunch of youth.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
    
Back row from left to right: Eric Dunkle, Sara Charleston, Valerie Cavendar, Patricia Zagray 
Middle row: Susan Ott,  Richard Hoffman, Doug Warren, Lee Spencer III. 
Front: Rev. Dean Roush, Stacey Humbert, Laura Warren, Tonya Thomas, Thersa Ballway,                                          
          Jonathan Roush 
 
 
                                                                      1978 
Big changes at Grace came in 1978. We learned that we were getting a new pastor. A farewell 
tea was held after church on June 25. Rev. Dean Roush, after serving Grace for nine years was 
being moved to Geneva, Ohio.  Rev, Tom McFarren and his family began serving Grace July 
2. 
 
In March of that year, Grace Church hosted a series of Five Family Lenten Encounters. In Sep-
tember, Jean McFarren became the new Cherub and Junior Choir Director. Nancy Shanklin 
was named the new Senior Choir Director.  Our Vacation Bible School was held outdoors. 
A new speaker system was installed in the sanctuary in memory of Richard Cocklin, Jr. by his 
family 



 3 

 

Our 4th annual Flea Market was held. This flea market and all the past ones were held on the 
front lawn in front of the church building. 
 
                                         1978 Flea Market early morning pictures 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                      1978 Confirmation Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                        Rear: Rev. Dean Roush 
                 Left to Right: Eric Holdren, Philip Foltz, Danny Dokmanovich, Karen Cocklin 



 4 

 

YOUR CHURCH TRUSTEES AT WORK 
 
We discussed getting new keys and changing locks at the church. After getting estimates from 
one locksmith that was $2,900.00 to just change entrance doors, it was voted down for the 
time being. Per a request from Rev. Williams, the Pastor's Private Parking sign will be re-
moved. 
 
Tiny Tots are requesting that upper parking lot be plowed during a heavy snow. This matter 
will be looked at next season. Weather stripping was placed on bottom of main doors to keep 
cold air out. It was approved to let Tiny Tots replace all window blinds in education wing at 
their expense. A work bench was built by Howard Thompson and placed in the new mainte-
nance room. Tools have been purchased for use by building maintenance and custodian. The 
anti-backflow required by the city water department was completed and approved. 
 
Several leaks in the roof were repaired. Shingles are going to need to be replaced in next cou-
ple of years. 
 
We are continuing working on furnaces. The Chapel furnace needed to be replaced for a cost 
around $5,500. We decided to tap into the furnace heating the education wing. Several compa-
nies explained that could be done. Still working on furnace for offices and parlor. 
 
Trustees received several donations in memory of Eunice Barnhart and Dorothy Horgas. 
We are working on many things and will keep you informed. Watch bulletins for cleanup and 
work day coming soon. 

Trustees                                                                                                              April 2019 

Stewardship                                                                                                             

                                            GOD GIVES SO YOU CAN       
    
Can you imagine what the world would be like without the church and it's influence. I am 
sure all of us are better people because of our contact with the church. Because we want her 
light to keep on shining we will welcome the privilege of being a part of that grand institu-
tion, the church, “Our Church” by supporting her with our time, talents and money. 
 
With any organization that we believe in and belong to, we must pledge our time, talents and 
part of our money. The same is true for our church. We took an oath to support the church 
with these things when we joined and we must have believed that these were true and viable 
at the time . I truly believe that our church can continue to live and grow but only with the 
support of people who believe in it. That is why continuing to support our church with your 
time, talents and money is so important. 
 
                                                                             - Leland Spencer- Stewardship Chairperson  
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On behalf of the students and staff of Mason Leadership School, I would like to thank you so 
much for the generous donation of notebooks, colored pencils, gluesticks, and other neces-
sary school supplies (donated by Bonnie Gonter on behalf of your church).  We desperately 
needed these items for our closet - for use by children in need.           
                                                                                          - Barb Bartram, School Community Worker 

Thank you                                                                                          April 2019 

We invite our K-5 children to join us for exciting Bible lessons each Sunday! It is our mission 
to provide our children an exciting, meaningful and spiritual experience in order to help 
them deepen their faith.  
 
There are many ways for you to get involved: 
• Volunteer to help do an interactive/hands-on activity 
• Invite someone to come! 
• Stop by and check out what we are 

doing  
• Help spread the word 
• Continue to pray for the growth of 

our program, for our Sunday 
Schoolers, and for our Sunday 
School Teachers 

 
If you attend the 10:45 am service, feel 
free to drop your child off for 9:15 am 
Sunday School and leave. We will meet 
you with them at 10:45 am in the Sanc-
tuary in time for service. 

Sunday School 

7th Day Youth                                                             

The 2nd Annual Youth Chili Cook-off was a success. We had 12 eateries and the following 
were the votes for top 3: 
• Third place was a tie for Jayden Fry and Hunter Patton.  
• Second place was Todd Law.  
• First place was Parke Blaine and Braeden Alexander. 
Thank you, as always, for your support.  
 
The second weekend in March the youth visited 6 nursing homes and delivered the blankets 
that they made. The shut ins were thankful and appreciated the youths visit.   

Vacation Bible School  
 

 Save the date! Our VBS will run from Sunday June 16 – Wednesday June 19.  We are look-
ing for anyone who would like to help plan our VBS for this summer! On Thursday, April 11 
at 4:30 pm, there will be a VBS Planning Committee meeting for anyone who would like to 
help dream up ideas and activities for Bible school. All are welcome, and we hope to have 
your input! See Amanda de Fays if you are interested in serving on this VBS Planning Com-
mittee.  
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What’s Happening at Grace?                                                                         April 2019 

COFFEE HOUR FELLOWSHIP 

Come and join us on the 3rd Sunday of each month immediately following the 9:15 am 

service in the Youth Room for some good old Christian Fellowship over coffee and 

cookies! All are welcome! Our Coffee Hour will run from 10:15 am - 10:45 am, and we 

would like to have this event to bring our congregation together. Please see Amanda 

de Fays or Diane Spencer if you have any questions or would like to get involved. 

HANDBELL CHOIR 

Did you know that happiness starts with playing the handbells? And, here at Grace 

Church, we have a Handbell Choir! We are looking for additional members to join us 

for practice on Thursday nights from 6:30 pm - 7:15 pm through early May. If you are 

interested in joining us, please see Matt Brown.   

NURSERY CAREGIVER NEEDED 

We have an opportunity for a nursery caregiver here at Grace Church.  This individual 

will provide child care for infants and toddlers under the age of 3 years, during various 

Grace UMC services and functions. If you or someone you know are interested, send a 

resume to the church office marked “Sandy Lutz, SPR Chairperson”.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Sandy, at 330-493-9997. 

There are campership funds available to any children that would like to attend 

camp this summer.  The funds are available from the Tuscarawas District of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church.  Applications are available in the church office or from Kelli 

Law.  The application deadline is May 1, 2019. 

Amazing Grace Seniors                                                                                         

AMAZING GRACE SENIORS 
  
The Amazing Grace Seniors met March 7th at the Scrambler Marie’s Restaurant for a great 
time of fellowship and food. Seventeen members and friends of Grace Church had plates full 
of  wonderful food.  While waiting for their food, Louise Miller gave a brief explanation about 
Our Caring Ministry at Grace Church and how they help other members of the church and 
community. We always have room for more people to join us at lunch. There is no age limit. 
Most of us are retired, but even if you’re still working, we want you to join us at 11:30 a.m. on 
April 4th for our next get together. We'll even leave a chair open for you. 
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What’s Happening at Grace?                                                                         April 2019 

Saturday, April 20, 2019 

1:-00—2:00 p.m. 

Hey Kids!  

Bring your whole family and your friends and 

join us for a FREE fun-filled afternoon! 
 

•Hunt for Easter Eggs 

•Play games and make crafts 

•Enjoy Donuts, Cookies and Juice 

 

Where: Grace United Methodist Church 

1720 Schneider St SW 

North Canton, Ohio 44720 

330-499-2330 

 Bags Will Be Provided!! 

 

PASTOR 

Rev. Dr. Jared Williams  

 

CHOIR DIRECTOR &  

ORGANIST 

Matt Brown 

 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH   

MINISTRY 

Kelli Law 

 

OFFICE ADMINISTRA-
TION 

Lorrie Harbert 

 

MAILING COORDINATOR 

Judy Carl 

 

DEAF INTERPRETER    
Jennifer Duckworth 

 

NURSERY CAREGIVER 

Linda Ferguson 

 

CUSTODIAN 

Paula Blaine 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Diane Spencer 

 

STAFF PARISH  

RELATIONS 

Sandy Lutz 

 

TRUSTEES 

Lee Spencer  

 

FINANCE 

Bill Lacy 
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North Canton Grace  
United Methodist Church 

1720 Schneider St NW 
North Canton OH  44720 

(330)499-2330 
Email: 

office@northcantongrace.org 
Website:  

www.northcantongrace.org 

MISSION: 
 

We are a community of  
Christians reaching up to God in 
Faith and our to others in love. 

 
VISION: 

 
We will spread the net of Jesus 

Christ to keep people from  
slipping through the cracks of 

life. 
 

SERVICE TIMES: 
 

8:00  Traditional Service in the 
             Chapel 
 
9:15  Casual Service 
 
9:15  Sunday School 
 
10:45 Traditional Service in the  
             Sanctuary 

EASTER SUNDAY 

 SERVICE TIMES: 

 

7:00 am Sunrise Service in the  

Sanctuary 

 

8:00 am Traditional Service in the  

Chapel 

 

9:15 am Contemporary Service in the  

Family Life Center 

 

10:45 am Traditional Service in the 

Sanctuary 

 


